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Faith, love, and laughter provide a foundation for
multi-talented, multi-faceted Prescott woman to do a
bit of everything, and learn a bit along the way.

By Hilary Dar#t
Photos by -4 Portrait Park by |

Christie Board has pretty omch done
it all.

Among a list packed with remarkable
expenences, she has mn a marathon,
raised a son, worked as a cosmetologist,
vohiateered for a humantacan group
helping orphans in Ukraine, planned
weddings, eamned a degree 1 relmous
stadies, as well az kitchen and bath
design, worked as an aerobics instructor,
traveled and watched the Apolle Rockets

lanach from Cape Canawveral.
“T've had a good life,” she sad T
have a good life.”

Althongh she currently works as a
nationally certified ktchen and bath
designer, Chrostie a  self-descobed
chatty, creatve, fmer-of-things, has
alwrays had a diverse list of interests.

She was bomm i Sant Joseph,
Mlissong, and at age five, moved with
her fanuly to Cape Canaveral, Floruda,
where she remembers watching space
progeam lanaches from the beach

The love of design, of creating things,
was introduced earky on

“Ay mom was always redecorating
the house, mowing furnitnre around,
wanting to tonr model homes,” Christie
said. “T did that with her a lot growing
up. It was a fun way to spend an
afternoon ™

I'n high school, she loved talosing and
designing — sewing — classes, and ended
up goung to cosmetology school mpon
graduation.

“lI was chatty and creatrre, and I

fignred my parents wonldn’t let me
go to college mst to be in a socodty I
didn’t know what I wanted to smdy, so
cosmetology school seemed like a good
start ™

I 1950, she went back to school and
eamned her degree m religons studies
which she sa:d provided her with a great
foundation for Life.

When her first marcage ended in
divoree, Chostie moved to MNewport,
Oregon with her j-vear-old son 1 tow
She met a conple who had a constrmetion
business.

“They had bromght this gwy, Robest
Board, onto their team. and they kept
saving, “You shonld meet him he is
really mice, bt hes not your type™
Christie said. “T was a mom he was a
single guy”

They met boefly on a jobsite one day.

“He was standing up on a ladder, and
I thought he was so cute. My fnend was
saping, Dot even think abont it but I
st remember gomng, “wow!™

Their paths didn’t cross again for a
winle, nntl Chrostie asked her foends
to buidd her a house. Eobert was the
superintendent on her job.

“If I had Eoown then I would
eventually end up marrving him, I
would have been nomch more frendhy™
she said. “T am sure T conld have gotten
a few more npgrades!™

Fobert was definitely happy being
single, and mmch later he told Christie
she seemed like the kind of gl “yom
have to marry” —which meant he wasa't
interested.

Within a few months, they had become

friends, and Eobert asked Cheistie to
take ballrcom dancing lessons with him.

“I said yes.” she said. “But do not ever
start taking ballroom dancing lessons
with a single guy nnless yow're prepared
to marry him! Here you are touching
each other, dancing together ... it's kke
two years of foreplay!™

There was flirtation, but no romance.
Each of them was commnced the other
wasn't “the one” and as a single mom,
Chostie thonght it was safer to keep
their friendship platonic.

The problem: “He was around so
omch, nobody else wanted to date me.”
she saxd.

5o zhe told him he had to get in or
get ont.

“He went away for a few days, ot
then he came back and sasd, T'm in™

They were married in 1993.

Together they opened Board by
Board Constucton m  Cregon,
and soon established themselves as

commminity fiztares. She became a

“If | had known then

| would eventually
end up marrying him,
| would have been
much more friendly. |
am sure | could have
gotten a few more
upgrades!”

- Christie Board
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certified aerchics mstrmctor and was the
fitness coordinator for the local YRICA
Christie continmed wocking at a salon,
and wodked as an assistant for a fabulons
interior designer. She volunteersd, as
constrmetion company.

In 1999, they had the opportunity
to move to Prescott and decided to do
so becanse Todd was about to enter
high school and the education system
seemed strong Plas, the better weather
was appeiling and they had fanily here.

Although the move was diffienlt,
Christie relied on her faith and her
belief that they were moving in the nght
direction.

I the summer of 2005, after she and
Fobert became empty nesters, Christie
made a spontanecns decision to travel
to the Comes region of Ukraine. Her
best frend who is oo the board of a
hmmanitarian organization that prowides
aid to orphans in Ukmine, had invited
her along on several trips, and she finally
socepted.

“T went to the Ukraine very namaly,
and it changed my Life” she said “To
see these beantifn] cluldren who hare so
little hope for the fistire ... a5 a mom
it st breaks your heart. I spent that
entire first top erying I am sure the kids
thonght I had mental health issmes!™

She has kept in touch with several
of the children she met during her
two trips, and loves knowing that the
time she spent with them created a
connection, even if it was mst in the
comfort of a hmg or a soule.

In 2008, Chostie earned her degree in
kitchen and bath design from Century
College in Ainnesota and decaded
to earn her mnational certification
throngh the National Fitchen 8 Bath
Associabion.

The three-test process to become
certified throngh the National Fitchen
&z Bath Association is ngorons. First,
applicants nmst pass a two-honr wotten
test, which grres them their associates’
degree in kitchen and bath design

Then, they nmst pass a sm-honr test
each kitchen and bath design. Each test




“We have respect
for each other’s
talents and skill

set. We both care

passionately about
our work, and we
want our clients to be
happy. The bottom
line is Robert makes
me look good. |
could not do what |
do without him.”
-Christie Board

15 admimstered only once per year, and
has a T0%% pass rate. Applicants go to a
testing center and are given a chient and
a scenano, and an ongnal floor plan.

Dmring the six-honr testing period,
appheants mmst create a full set of
blueprints inchiding plans for electrie,
plambing, and elevations — as well as a
specification sheet.

Christie said the test was gmelng
For =iz straight honrs, she kept pencil to
paper, designing the remodel.

Fortunately, she passed the kitchen
design test and the bath design test the
first time aronnd.

“That was probably the most stressful
tlhing T've ever done in my life, except
prding in a2 Emssian train™ Chnstie
said. “But the contiming edncation
really took our company in a different
direction.”

Churistie is the only nationally certified
kitchen and bath designer in the gnrad-
city area.

She has been asked countless times
how they manape to lme together and
work together, and her answer iz ssmple:
“We have fignred ont how to divide oo
dnties and not conflict onr work and
life ™

“Te have respect for each other’s
talents and skill st she said. “We both

care passionately about onr work, and
we want onr chents to be happy The
bottom hne i1s Robert makes me look
good. I conld not do what T do witheut
Ium ™

Althongh she admits, “There are
some moments,” she said, for the most
parct, “We have it fignred ont™

Creatimity is always close to her heart,
and it plays a role in her life whersewver
she can find a space for it

“Abont once a year I take on a
wedding,” she said Its st another
averme of design and since I don’t hawve
a danghter 1t fulfills that need to plan a
wedding™

From elaborate wedding programs
and seating charts to a “fun Christmas
letter,” Christie loves graphic design,
too. And her cncrent unltimate career
goal is to design the intedor of a hotel

Christie i5 also a member of a local
FEO (Phalanthropic Edueatiomal
Cleganization) chapter If’s an
international organization that provedes
scholarships, grants and loans to women
pursuing higher education.

“T thunk life shonld be ente™ she said,
halfjoking. But on a more senous note,
Christie said, “T think it’s important to
keep vonr sense of lmmeor You've got

to be able to langh at yonrself .. and
jest langh ™



