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Dollars
& Sense

When it comes to
satisfying the value-
driven consumer,
kitchen designer
Christie Board has a
winning strategy
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Ways to meet homeowners’ demands for value in their kitchen and bath remodels

Remodelers and kitchen
desigrers from both coasts and
everywhere in betweern are
saying the same thing: When
it comes to kitchen rermodels,
“clients want the higgest bang
for their buele”™ No news there,
but nover, with the contirned
perception = of reality, in many
cities = af a shaley economy
and tight lending emvironment,
consumers at every level are
mare value-driven than they
hava besn in the past decade,
seaking "safe” projects that will
hold value for resale,

To get clients what they want
far their kitchens, Tocus less an

| BY WINA PATEI

[individual] pricing and more on
the budger” advises Monigque
Flesher, an interior designer and
the owner of Custorn Design
By Mondque, in Salt Lalse City
Up-front discussion and getting
good budget numbers can help
deterrnine the best design.
Luclily, design trerids zre
making it easier to stay within
budagat, “People want a cleaner
Joalk,” savs Kim Holmbera, a
designer with Lecy Bros Hames
& Remaodeling, in Minneanalis,
That translates into less fussy
woodwork, “getting away from
raised-panel cabinetry and go-
ing toa Shaker style door, which

REMUFTELINGMAG. OO

SIVNEE MONSY, she 22ys.
Kathryn O Donovan, designer
with Mormandy Femodeling,
in Hinsdale, IIl, agreas that es-
tablizhirg 2 budget early in the
process halpe desigriers gquida
homeowners toward smart
decizions. She sees assisting
clierits with value-enginesering
as a key role for remodelars
But in the end, notes Ron
Klassen, cwner of Wallner
Builders, in Milwaukee, “What's
irnpaortant to one person dossn't
roearn diddly o another That's
whats cool about remodeling,
it’s the details that make
the difference”

WITH STACEY FREED |
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K&B DOLLARS AND SENSE

Kitchen
Control

Though most homeowners committed to

vorking with a designer appreciate the
value of good design, kitchen and hath
designer Christie Board says that they
still want the best return faor their invest-
ment. She points out that the renovated
kitchen shown here looks more expen:
sive than it actually is Read on for tips
ahout making your clients’ remodeling
dollars go further

Countertops Appliances

ird says that using The 30-inch vide range
lower-le ch-
uch the | Iree2e
used this ki - jires

save $1,000 or more tessionad Serkes. The Iridge :‘—"
[ » t | i and freezer! Imilar =
-
gher prod hic! built-in look t Xur _‘,-;
Ism xpensive. The k s bt | « :
nore movement and $2.000 sach. Board ais 3
Chritie Bcard i= a kitchen T e ‘3 ” it > <
and bath desigrer and co- pattern there is in the saved money by inslalling 5
owrer, with her hushand, stone, or how unusua the Panasonic microwave -
Robert Beard, of Board by the color ks and the In a cabinet rather that A
Board, In Prescott, Ariz, a
3¢ 513 fect the buliding it It agh It 3
a naw home canstractan 3 -
and remodeling compary. Ie ' ind lacks a tnim kit, this Creats -3
therelore the cosl amaore custom look [ 4
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Hardware

lust changing the cabi-
net hardware can make a
dramatic difference with
minimal cost and 2Mort
says Lecy Bros. Homes
desgner Kim Holmberg,
who will often show cll
ents how 1o do this them

selves Lo save money

Backsplash

ioard used a closeou
sale tile for the backs
plash. She says that the
decisk 10 keep the
backsplash low was a
design decssion, nota
cost-cutting measure

she ddn'l want have

a large expanse of the
texiured tile because she
felt it would make the

area look too "heavy.

Flooring

Concretle floors run
#boutl $7 per square
foot. In this kitchen, the
concrate company that
did the oor charged
$3.50 per square foot
to pour the Hoor. and
the hameaowners saved
the addition:sl $3.50 per
square footl by staining it
themselves. Installing a
midrange tile oor would
have cost about $9 «

10 per square ool

HEMODELINGMAG.COM

Cabinets

e Simple door styles and construction
are more cost-¢ ffective: partial versus
full overlay; flat pancls versus raised
pancls, As luck would have it, the
recent trend toward “the contem-
porary style and dleaner Craftsman
look is also a very cost-effective way
to design and build,” notcs Holimberg.

® For a 60-inch-wide space, Lori
Krengel, owner of Kitchens by
Krengel, in St. Paul, Minn., recom-
mends using two 30-inch cabinet
boxes instead of one 30-inch and
two 15-inch boxes and using divid-
ers and accessories to organize
items in these larger boxes.

o Several designers mentioned cost-
effective alder as an alternative to
cherry or maple. Katie Hurst, show
room manager at Hurst Total Home,
in Centerville, Ohio, says that alder
has a similar grain pattern and ac-
cepts stain almost like cherry.

« Cabinel linishing is the flirst place
to save money, savs Jelif Kida, of
DDS Design Services in suburban
Chicago. Painted and glazed finishes
are more expensive than stain,

® Open shelves save on cabinetry costs.

® “In the same location where you
might have a base cabinet and wall
cabinct you ¢can have a tall pantry-
stvle cabinet, instead,” says Andrew
Forman, an architect at Legacy De
sign Build, in Scotesdale, Ariz, “Give
clients storage spaces that function
better in the same locations.”

o Check for manufacturer incentives
and rebates

o Consider refacing the cabinets (see
“Refacing Options™ on page 59).

Appliances

o Check in your supplier’s scratch-
and-dent room or for marked-down
appliances from last year, savs Boand,
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K&B DOLLARS AND SENSE:

which are often sill under warranoy

® Sce [ manu Macturers are affering
rebates or packages.

 Instead of installing “orophy” stoees
or ranges, sk homeowners to be
realistic about thelr needs and
to choose an appliance that fits
their lifestyle, says Molly MoCabe,
founder af A Kitchen That Works,
in Bainbridge Tsland, Wash.

® I clients cook often, help them
invest in good cquipment, and
maybe cut back om storage, which in
kitchens “is not as important as the
ability to cook,” savs Emilvy Bour
geods of DeRhodes Constroction,
in Charlotme, NG, The clients arc

better off wpdating during a remosdel

amd mot waiting o buw later, “Tes
hard to sy that the space vou create
toiday will it the appliances in the
futare” savs Leey Bros” Holmberg
“Plus, newer appliances are alot
more efficient than appliances thac
wizre available even 10 years ago —
ﬂTll:ld'.lL'T"l:ll.l:lnl::r' SIVET.

& Hide an inexpensive refrigerator or
micriwave ina nearly pantry (see
“Hidden Side” on page 59),

Granite Look

['ha
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Countertops

® (ranitc remains popular for kitchen
counieriops, and there are cost-

effective apLeons Ox consider with
this material, too. Slabs wich simple
pdges, such as square eased edges
instead of an ogee proble, are less
pxpensive than decailed profiles, sovs
Monmandy Bemadeling= Kathrn

aPEIL 202 |

KITCHEN

143

million metric
tons of granite

were imported by the L5 in 2011
Im ports make up B0% ar mars ol
all domestic dimensional stone wes
The Bgqgest source countries ars

Brazll Ching, India, anad [talyr

I Domovan, adding that another
budget opthon ks to use a detall
profile on just the istand, not the
emtire kitchen. Monigque Flesher,
ol Customwn Design By Monigue,
also suggests “installing granite tle
imstead of a slab in countertops and
dl;lin“ WOMIET o | I.,-"lr- af aninch.”
She vsually uses 125012 granite tile
rllr ] l'."::l'l.'ll:l.[l'.'fl:“]l

# Juartz is another option that is a
litele more cost-effective than granite,
bt the look iz different, so it depends
om the clients” preference,

& “There are greal looking lnmimates
out there” Board savs. “TFvou do a
rolled edge full 180 bullngse and pair
it with a fun stome backsplash, it can
look great” Hurst savs that Formica's
I80h: collection uses images of real
gramite and stome, And RlcCabe adds
that Wilsomart's Figth Drefimitiom faux
atome products look “so realistic that
v harve to be within five Feet of dwem
b realize youre looking at Laninate
Wi et the stone look, but not the
stome costs” Cabout 535 m 540 per
soquare foot in her Bainbridpe Tzland,
Wash,, area),

& Soane of Hursts dlignts arg choosing
gquartz or granite for the island and
high-defimition laminate duae looks
liker stone For the perimeter. MoCabe
zays that granite stands out more
when v useilinma :.pm'in| arem such
as an islamd

EEMUDELIMNGMAG.COM

& [ida stands by LVT —
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Mamufactrer K::l;ﬂn:n‘l." it :
\* wood-effect yimyl foceing . &
ke remlistic and is dirabie. o

-looring

® Hurst uses a conmmercial-grade vinyl

tile, which she says is goed down
picee by piece, Depending on dhe sive
of the space, the labor cost is 54 10 85
peer sguare oot less than cermmic tile
lusury vinyl tle
— which can be glued down or placed
ower an existing Hoor Or, he says, “You
canuze a Hoating laminate or Hoating
vinyl that has a rich look™ The slightly
higher costs on thess are outweisthed
b thear longevity, Voo can get 140 1o
20 vears pul of thean” Kida savs,

& [V amovan uses nak as a cosi-

clieetive wood species for Hoors,
and savs that finizhing the product
om site iz also budget-friendly.

® [Tpay, on cng'inul_'n_'n,_l wod smAp
toggether Aoor, is available in different
spectes amd patterns, “10s a bat pricier

than other choices on the markee,
bautit has a 25-vear warranty” says
Wallner Builders' owner Rom Klassen,
who also uses Mannimgton's Adura, 2
mamafactured tile,

bBacksp

ash

# Check with vour supplier for discon-

timmaead tile, Use plain fleld tile with
afew pleces, or one area, of more
expensive accents. Flesher sugaess
usirmg e mun ol glass dle (instead

af a whole wall) when using subwway
tile, and Hurst points oot that mesh-
mounted tile is less expensive than
individual listellos or borders,

She mits up 1X2x1 X mmosaig sheets

to create liners,

Powibing Codirtes s Hurst Todal Ho maa



Creative Facades Refacing
In Plain Sight O l]t | O n S

Bahind & Bodd blue door Cabinet refacing is an economical way
[ to dramateally change the look of the

PO birk Bogs £ gl s i 200K SOOTOGra piy; G021 2nd BOLToM, CoUMasy Awal Cannet Refacng

Hidden Side

Homeowners want kitchens that are part of
an open living space. and designers such as
Eddie DeRhodes, of DeRhodes Consoruc-
tion, in Charlotte, N.C., are getting iore
savvy about creating a working kitchen
that still blends with the living arca, Tn thas
townhouse project (above), DeRhodes and
designer Emily Bourgeots came up with
the idea of creating a large working and
storage area separated from part of the
kitchen by abam door. Bourgcois describes
it as “putside-the-box thinking” in what
might be considered a traditional kitchen,
The main part of the kitchen that s
open to the adjacent dining and living
room is a quieter, more friendly place, says
DeRhodes, and that's where the gas range,
dishwasher, and sink are located. The re-
frigerator, microwave, and other storage is
in the pantry area, which has open shelves
for easy access

1ice; up from 38% in 2010

0/ of architects surveyed in 2011 said
0 their clients want kitchens that integrate with
family spa )
Amencan Insttute of Arcwiects (AIAYHome Desgn Trends Survey. Q4 2011

’ HEMODELINGMAG. COM

Like Custom

N et refacing is a

kitchen, says Lecy Bros, designer Kim
Holimberg She is seeing more clients —
atevery price point — go this route. But
refacing only makes sense il the box is
well constructed and il the design calls
for keeping appliances and maintaining
the kitchen layout. “The box iselfMhas to
be in good shape,” Holiberyg says, “Most
of the wear and tear is on the doors and
the drawers, anyway, and that's the part
that can date a kitchen.”

She suggests using a reputable
subcontractor that uses real wood —
anvthing from cherrv to alder to birch
ormaple — to do the job. (The cabinets
shown below, left, are refaced with
guarter-inch solid maple.) “Just like
anything clsc, vou can
find the guys thatuse
laminates or the iron-on
type of fake wood,”
Haolmberg says, “but I'm
talking about Y4-inch
solid hardwood that gees
attached to the face and
the box, so vou cssen-
tially have a brand new
solid cabinet”

Typically, the refacer
covers the cabinet box
and sliles with wood,
then replaces the doors
and hinges and installs
new, matching molding. NMost clients
are changing out raised-panel doors with
Shaker- or Craftsman-style flac panels
with hidden hinges. Done well and with
solid wood, “they look like custom-made
cabinets,” Holmbeng says. Add new
hardware and “it’s a really inexpensive
way o update”

Projects can range from $4,000 to
$10,000 depending on the number of
cabinets, the wood species, and the num-
ber of unique angles. Instead of several
weeks for a custom cabinet job, refacing
takes four or five days. “Tt’s a really eth-
cient process,” Holmberg says, “Refacers
can transfornm just about anvthing™
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K&B DOLLARS AND SENSE: BATH

Value & Splurge

For this hall bath, Hurst Total Home, in Centerville, Ohio, worked with the client to select

standard options for most areas, with a few "splurge” items

Medicine
Cabinet

The client splurged on &
Robern PL Serles madi
cine cabinet because
she needed storage but
wanted the mirror to be
framed with a finish that
malched the light

and Taucet.

Countertop

The countertop and
backsplash are cultured
marble — one of the most
economical materials on
the market. The 3-inch-
high backsplash abuls
lhe shower's lile border,

Vanity

The 364nch vanity Is a
midprice praduct from
Yorktowne. Hurs! Tatal
Hoeme showroam man-

ager Katie Hurst says that
although paintad finishes
like this one are more
expensive than stalned
cabinetry, they are more
alfordable lor a small unit
The homeowner chose
standard drawer glides
rather than upgrading

to full-extension, soft
close glhdes,

60 AEMADELING | avmin 2012 §
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Tile

The clienl opted for
some high-style for the
shower tile: a combing-
tion of several brands of
expensive tile. The tield
tile and Ix1-Inch mosasc
In the niches Is Walker
Zanger; lhe mosaic
border and pale blue
liner are from Sicis, and
the picture frame border,
turtie, and bubbles are
from Sonoma.

Fittings/
Fixtures

The customer chose &
Maean ShowHouse line
laucet and shower fit-
tings -~ an upgrade from
the company’s standard
price poinl but not one of
its higher-end lines. The
Kahler toilet and Ameri-
cast tub from American
Standard are midprice
point products

Photo courtesy Hirst Toks Home



K&B DOLLARS AND SENSE: BATH

Shower
Solutions

Though homeowners are willing
to spend a little more on master
baths versus hall baths, they're still
secking value. Many are replacing
tubs or tub/shower combina-
tions with a large shower, Poard
by Board co-owner Christic Board
tries to incorporate a few universal
design elements such as a handheld
shower and seat in her projects,

A Kitchen That Works founder
Molly McCabe says that her clients
are choosing framed rather than
frameless shower doors for the cost
savings they offer. However, design-
ers agree that prefabricated shower
units don’t provide the Aexibility
needed for many remodels. “T would
not consider that a savings,” Board
says. Here are three cost-¢ffoctive
alternatives for showers walls.

Solid Surfacing

As part of the design process,
McCabe walks clients thraugh
the maintenance require-
ments of different materials.
"Most people lead busy lives,”
she says, “Maintenance is not
something they enjoy.” She
sometimes uses ¥X-nch-thick
solid surlface skabs for shower
and tub surrounds — usually in
aneutral white or off-white. For
showers, she prefers an acrylic

SelidBlabs shower base, This project
The walls 1 this -,.’l;d:.:;b: o features 3 Yinch-thick trim
Hi-Macs acrylic scbd surface in a contrasting color to finish
niche 5 hard seamed, hut the edges. McCabe says thal

1’5 Joss expensive for the labn showers with ¥Ye-inch-thick walls

cator to install an appbiad niche don't require trim for a finished
look. On one project she had
her fabricator route thicker sold
surface walls to resemble tile,
but that did increase the cost,

62 EEMUDELING | APxIL 2012 §

Porcelain

Board recommends using porce-
lain Instead of natural stone. “We
can save both by price and by
installation cosl.” she says, and in
addition, homeowners appreci-
ate having & low-maintenance
product. She notes the availabil-
ity of a range of "great looking
porcelain and ceramics that
look like real stone = you have
to touch them to feel the differ-
ence.” Normandy Remodeling's
Kathryn O'Donovan says that her
dlients are moving away lrom
stone to stonelock porcelain,
which "has great graphics and
looks very real.”

Hurs!l has an area in her
showraom where she has nalu-
ral travertine and porcelain tile
installed side-by-side an the Moor.
 tloarss tha i "It 1 didn’t tefl my clients that one

tane and poroe was not stone, they would not
it know.” she says, “The porcelain
product is hall the coslt of the
traverline, and it does not have
to be maintained.”

Reality Check

D Cetamil of HomeTech

Cultured Marble

Ta add a litthe Mair to shower walls, Hurst Tolal Home showroom
manager Katie Hurst specifies custom-made cullured marble.
She says its much nicer than the cultured marble that most
people are tamiliar with. Her local fabricator customizes the
slabs for each client. "If you like a lot of movement, they swirl

In more cobor,” she says. Hurst
takes homeowners to view
and approve a sample slab
belore asking the labricator to
make ol the panels. Since the
molded product has no grout
lines, itis low-maintenance,
and the material can be
repaired and repolished

#s Needed,

Panel Swirl

The fabricator of thess shower
paneds blended oryx with the
cultared marble matarial "It
adds a transi
it Jocks Bke chooolate swirls
on the walls” Hurss says

ent effect -

AEMUDELINGMAG.COM "
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K&B DOLLARS AND SENSE: BATH

Remnant
Rewards

For vanity countertops, Board suggests
clients look at the products in the granite
fabricator’s remnnant vard. She says this
works especially well when the client
goes in without any preconceived deas
of the look that he or she wants. “You
can pick up a nice granite remnant for a
few hundred dollars” Board says. And,
according to Lori Krengel, of Kitchens
by Krengel, remnants are also good for
bars and mudroom desks, Board used
a gramite remnant to top this existing
vanity and added a noa-name-brand
copper sink from alocal supplier, a mid-
price [aucet, and a clearance listello.

/8.9”

of house hunters

want a master suite, a feature
that ranks second to having a
garage/parking space

Zip Realty 2010 survey
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Tub SKirts

Water Front

Eddie DeRhodes of DeRhodes Con-
struction says that the wood face on
this tub (right) makes it look Bke the
fixture Is freestanding — an example
of the creative use of stock materials
thal designers use to stay within a
clienl’s budget. The horizontal wood
boards were installed, primed, and
paintad on site. Since It's a soak-

Ing tub without ashowerhead, the
painted fintsh should provide enough
protection from splashes of water.

.

Bath Wrap

David Cerami at HomeTech motsture-resistant trimboard can
Renovations, in Fort Washington, be painted and is stable in most
Pa, used Azek PVC beadboard wet environments,” he says, a look
to create a skirt for this Wb, “The well-suited 1o traditional designs.

EEMODELINGMAG.COM

Photos too @ustn peck sholograshy, kit courtesy Board by Beard rght. courtesy Home Tech Renoyabons



